
Glazebrook

Culcheth

Gds

Lower Ince
Hindley
Bickershaw
Park Lane
West Leigh
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LEWIGAN

turbed the ordered mind. (On becoming accus
tomed to such things - and learning something
of the history behind such matters - the writer's
views changed completely. The conversion com
pleted itself when employment by what had once
been the MS&LR induced the belief that without
the Cheshire Lines Committee, the rather dis
solute systems that made up the London Midland
would have been at a loss for a model to act as an

following the closure of the Axholme Joint.
The sight of LNER in West Lancashire first

struck the writer as an aberration.  The
Manchester and  Liverpool conurbations

properly belonged to the realms of Euston and
St Pancras and to discover a Great Central 4-4-0
on the stops at Liverpool Central or - even more
strange - to find a GWR 4-6-0 preparing to leave
Manchester Exchange with a stopping passenger
train for Chester were sights that somehow dis

Of the 16 daily departures from Wigan Central, seven were booked to be worked by Sentinel Railcar;
51915 being allocated to Lower Ince. Although very similar in design to the many other Sentinel
cars operated by the LNER, 51915 originated on the Axholme Joint Railway, operating the passenger
service between Goole and Haxey Town.  51915 was transferred to Lower Ince, Wigan, in 1933

THE ROADTOWIGAN CENTRAL



scribed on a handsome scale to the construction of
the twelve-mile line but provided three of the five
directors and undertook to work and maintain the
line, handing over to the WJ proprietors 50% of

gross receipts less terminal
and cartage costs.

In the early days this did
not seem to be a promis
ing arrangement for either
party since, taking the
mid-1880's as an exam
ple, income per annum
amounted to 9,000 whilst
expenses came to 12,000.

The unpromising start
proved not to be irredeem
able and by the time the line
was absorbed by the Great
Central, annual receipts of
almost 40,000 were being
recorded against expenses
of 21,000. A full dividend
was paid to holders of the
3.25% preference shares
whilst ordinary sharehold
ers received about 1.5%.
It was not a lot but it
was more than ordinary
shareholders in the Great
Central - who had not
received a payment since
the opening of the London
extension - were accus
tomed to. (The extension
to Marylebone was a heavy
cross for shareholders to
bear: the price of GC ordi

nary shares having plummeted from lOOd in 1894
to 2ld ten years later).

The Great Central also had a parallel investment
in the Liverpool, St Helens & South Lancashire

etc. shown in italics
West Leigh

Irlam
Manchester Central

Manchester Central

Lowton (Goods)
Godley (Goods)
Lowton St. Mary's

Lowton St. Mary's

Ljght to St Helens

Irlam

Lowton St. Mary's
Irlam

Lowton St. Mary's
Glazebrook
Ljght to Lowton S.M.
^Engine works yard pilot̂

Lowton St. Mary's

Irlam

Partington
West Leigh

Irlam

Shed

23.00

21.45
21.12

19.38

18.35
18.20
18.05

16.55

15.54

15.40

13,42
13.08

12.10
09.50
08.30

08.06

06.48

06.30
05.55

05.17

00.10

Dep Destination
936

Goods trains, light engine
II
11
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I |

TPI
II

TPI
HMI

22.55
22.03

21.30
20.48

18.59 HMI
10
9

RC
1

RC
RC
9
7
7

1
I

RC
1
4

RC
RC
5

1
5

RC
4
5
5

RC
5
5
4
7
4
11
11

Engine

17.55
17.36
16.34
16.03

15.45

14.47
13.35

13.06
10.56
09.01

08.25
08.14
07.56
06.59

06.34
06.18

05.35

05.10
05.05

00.08
Arr

22.21 Irlam
21.45 Lowton St. Mary's

Light ex shed
19.40 Manchester Central

17.55 Manchester Central

17.21 Irlam
17.23 Lowton St. Mary's
16.15 Lowton St. Mary's

Light ex shed

15.30 West Leigh

14.14 Irlam
13.17 Lowton SL Mary's

ll.50West Leigh (Gds)
10.25 Glazebrook
08.43 Lowton St. Mary's

05.45 Godley (Gds)
07.36 Irlam
07.30 Glazebrook
06.25 Irlam

ECS ex West Leigh
ECS ex Lower Ince

Light ex shed

02.50 Trafford Park (Gds)
04.50 Lower tnce (Fish)

23.55 West Leigh
Train

WIGAN CENTRAL :

example of how a good railway performed).
The Cheshire Lines - one third each Midland,

Great Northern and Great Central - was not the
only LNER essay into West Lancashire and right
up to the 1960's one could
find working evidence of the
Great Central alive and well
in the midst of the pits and
mills of central Lancashire.

Wigan - one of the indus
trial jewels of the area - was
well served by the LNW and
L&Y but the industrialists of
the area, believing that an
additional tier of competi
tion would do not harm, pro
moted a line from Wigan to
Glazebrook, hoping that the
Cheshire Lines would lend
its weight to the project.

The CLC, being a triumvi
rate, had to get agreement
from all three of its con
stituents but failed to do so;
the Great Northern being
hostile to the idea and the
Midland lukewarm. After
further thought the Midland
decided not to pursue the
matter leaving the Great
Central as the only party
with any interest in the
matter.

Thus it was that the
branch from Glazebrook
to Wigan became a Great
Central and not a Cheshire
Lines railway although from its opening in 1879
until 1906 the line ran as a nominally independent
- The Wigan Junction - concern. In fact the Great
Central (or MS&L as it then was) not only sub-



mile out of Wigan, with about a dozen J10 0-6-0 's
handling the bulk of the line's needs. These were
a reliable and solid class of engine that dated back
to the turn of the century and were capable of 42
loaded minerals out of the area via Glazebrook
or 66 wagons of goods in the opposite direction.
They had arrived in the Wigan district during the
late-1920's.

Passenger work required nothing like so much
effort and many of the services were sufficiently
light to permit Sentinel operation; 51915 (ex
Axholme Joint No.44) being the railcar used
during the late 1930's, At the other end of the
scale, a small number of services worked through

which opened (in stages between 1895 and 1900)
an eight-mile branch from Lowton St. Mary's to St
Helens. This was also absorbed into the Great
Central in 1906.

The situation post-1906 was curious in that the
Wigan line was separated from its owning company
by more than twenty miles, the intervening section
being operated by the Cheshire Lines Committee.

Because of this the services on the Wigan
Junction were never integrated with those of the
CLC although WJ services rarely terminated at
Glazebrook, the junction of the two systems, but
continued forward to Irlam or Partington.

Motive power was based at Lower Ince shed, a

."•••V •'''•••'•'•:.'^'''i!*-i'!f^Ma!-;jiW. ^ji^:-:*.i|i;^ .^^j^,i,j|jj||^T^S|^

^^^^ (/je unknowing passenger who booked to London advised to go from the North Western station
(less than four hours) or allowed to change at Lowton, Glazebrook, Manchester Central, Guide Bridge
(nearly seven hours).  Wigan Central in all its glory.

•^T* ^aj

•j ^ .„„,„:,;i|i,.,.,,.,..^ ^.,;,  !.^,.,.,.,j.,__...,.,^.™,,t



J10: the standard engine for most jobs on the Wigan branch. 5812 on Lower Ince loco, June 1927.

Light
Passenger
Passenger
Passenger
Passenger
Light
Light
Goods
Goods
Goods
Goods
Goods
Goods
ECS
Passenger
Goods
Light

Light
Goods
Goods
Goods
Goods
Light

00.15
23.55
23.00
22.21
21.45
21.25
20.20
19.40
17.45
17.07
15.00
10.15
09.32
08.15
07.30
05.20
04.55

1 1,10
10.00
08.30
03.05
00.45
00.15

936

L Ince loco
Wigan
West Leigh
Wigan
Irlam
Wigan
L Ince loco
Lowton St. Mary's
Glazebrook
Lowton St. Mary's
Culcheth
Ashton-in-Makerfield
Culcheth
Lowton St. Mary's
Glazebrook
St Helen's
Lowton St. Mary's
L Ince loco

JI0:3

L Ince loco
Lowton St. Mary's
Bamfurlong
West Leigh
Warrington
West Leigh
L Ince loco

JI0 :2

00.20
00.08
23.13
22.55
22.15
21.30
20.35
20.08
18.10
17.17
16.47
11.10
09.42
08.28
08.01
05.45
05.08

1 1.25
10.59
09.23
05.20
02.02
00.25

: ENGINE WORKINGS:

Light
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

Goods
Goods
Light

ECS

ECS

ECS

18.05
17.21
15.40
14.14
13.08

05.45
00.15
23.45

22.10
21.45
21.02
20.33
19.30
18.42
18.05
17.23
16.55
16.15
15.32
14.40
13.42
12.49
12.10
10.25
09.50
08.43
08.06
07.30
07.19
06.30
06.15

L. Ince loco
Wigan
IHam
Wigan
IHam
Wigan
Pilot

Wigan
Godley
West Leigh
L. Ince loco

j 10: 1

L Ince loco
Wigan
Lowton St. Mary's
St Helen's
Lowton St. Mary's
St Helen's
Culcheth
Wigan
Lowton St. Mary's
Wigan
Lowton St. Mary's
St Helen's
Lowton St. Mary's
Wigan
Lowton St. Mary's
Wigan
Glazebrook
Wigan
Lowton St. Mary's
Wigan
Glazebrook
Partington
Wigan
L Ince loco

Sentinel Railcar
WIGAN (LOWER INCE)

8.10
7.55
6.22
4.47
3.42

08.25
03.30
23.55

22.15
22.03
21.25
20.53
9.52
9.09
8.29
7.36
7.12
6.34
5.53
5.01
4.00
3.35
2.28
0.56
0.20

09.01
08.24
07.56
07.25
07,10
06.18

Finally 51915 was sometimes difficult to locate
and outsiders - especially those from south of the
Stockport meridian - wishing to catch sight of the
ex-Axholme railcar did not always have an easy
time of it. The assumption that it spent its waking
hours shuttling between Glazebrook and Wigan
was a recipe for disappointment since in addition
to a trip in the morning to and from Partington,
a considerable proportion of its days work was

to Manchester Central and Stockport, Tiviot Dale
and these were covered by 4-4-2T's from Trafford
Park and Heaton Mersey respectively.

Given that Wigan was only 21 miles from Man
chester, it might have been expected that work
to and from Manchester Central would have
featured prominently in the list of duties worked
by Lower Ince yet in fact the shed did not have a
single booked turn of duty to Manchester and the
nearest they came to approaching it was when
working the 23.00 goods from Lowton St
Mary's which terminated at Trafford Park.

Wigan in fact was given a very poor service
of through trains to Manchester; the first
- a Heaton Mersey 4-4-2T turn - left at 17.55
whilst the second (and last) pulled out less
than two hours later. (They were, of course,
the back workings of a pair of evening peak
trains from Manchester and as such objects of
curiosity since there were no corresponding
workings during the morning rush-hour).

St Helens fared slightly better with through
trains departing at 08.00, 12.33 and 15.33 - all
worked by the same Trafford Park 4-4-2T;
the same engine which later hauled the 19.40
Wigan to Manchester.

The Railcar was of especial interest on sev
eral counts. The first was the fact that it was
a type of traction that differed from the con
ventional. The LNER had a fairly large fleet
of railcars (80 Sentinels and 11 Claytons) but
the 91 examples were distributed over a wide
area and were regarded as a novelty for some
time after they entered traffic. 51915, how
ever, was not a 'true' LNER example of a Sen
tinel since it had been owned by the NER/LYR
Axholme Joint and had not come into LNER
ownership until 1933 when passenger services
ceased between Goole and Haxey.



Light
Goods
Goods
Goods
Light

Light
Fish
Goods
Goods

Light

Light
Goods
Goods
Goods
EBV
Goods
Pilot
Light
Pass
Light

02.50
02.10
23.56
18.35
18.20

02.40
02.10
23.50
18.20

16.00

05.35
02.50
23.00
19.50
19.15
17.13
16.11
15.54
15.30
15.05

1936

L. Ince loco
Lowton St. Mary's
Bamfurlong
Lowton St. Mary's
Wigan
L Ince loco

JIO:10

L Ince loco
Lower Ince
Lowton St. Mary's
Godley
Wigan
Pilot
Wigan
L Ince loco

JIO: 9

L. Ince loco
Wigan
Trafford Park
Lowton St. Mary's
Garswood
Lowton St. Mary's
St. Helen's
Lowton St. Mary's
Wigan
West Leigh
L Ince loco

JIO: 7

03.05
02.45
01.12
21.50
18.25

02.45
02.25
01.55
21.06

16.05

05.38
05.10
00.45
20.00
19.25
17.33
16.31
16.08
15.45
15.15

ENGINE WORKINGS;

Light

Goods
Goods
Goods
Goods
Light

Light
Goods
Goods
Goods
Pass
Pilot
Goods
Light
Pass
Pass
ECS
Pass
Light

Light
Goods
Light
Light
Pass
Pass
Fish
Light

22.20

12.42
10.30
08. IS
07.05
06.15

22.10
21.17
20.15
18.40
17.43
17.00
09.50
08.30
07.36
06.48
06.22
05.55
05.30

13,20
11.50
08.15
07.15
06.25
05.17
04.50
04.40

L Ince loco
West Leigh
Pilot
West Leigh
Glazebrook
West Leigh
Partington
Lowton St. Mary's
L. Ince loco

JI0:6

L Ince loco
Lowton St. Mary's
St. Helen's
Lowton St. Mary's
St. Helen's
Lowton St. Mary's
St. Helen's
Lowton St. Mary's
Wigan
Irlam
Wigan
West Leigh
Wigan
L Ince loco

JI0:5

L Ince loco
Wigan
West Leigh
L Ince loco
Wigan
Irlam
Wigan
Lower Ince
L Ince loco

j 10:4
WIGAN (LOWER INCE)

22.30

13.50
11.10
09.45
07.35
06.29

22.25
21.57
20.40
19.05
18.03
17.20
10.35
08.43
08.14
07.15
06.34
06.12
05.45

13.25
13.06
08.25
07,20
06.59
05.48
05.50
04.45

After a lifetime's service on the Railway, one
cannot help thinking that life on the branch might
have been a great deal more simple had the pas
senger service simply consisted of two railcars or
motor-trains; one shuttling between Glazebrook
and Wigan and the other, Glazebrook and St
Helens. The LNER did not think in such terms
and deemed it more economical to cover what

they could with one
railcar and to move
the residue with J10
0-6-0's in between
their goods duties.

The latter certainly
made life north of
Glazebrook more
interesting and the
enginediagrams
reflect the operating
colour that mixed
working lent to the
area. Goods trains,
however, were not
always the most
punctual of beasts
and many an improvi
sation had to be made
to find an engine for a
passenger trains; the
booked engine being
many miles away, at
the head of a severely
delayed goods work
ing. The LNER adage
"keeping two engines
ahead of the job" may

The unusual shape of the shed building can be seen behindJIO 0-6-0 5644 at Lower Ince in May 1935.
the engine

spent on the St Helens branch and long gaps could
elapse between visits to Wigan. (To add to the
uncertainty, the railcar was not especially mechani
cally sound and more than one hopeful made the
long pilgrimage to Wigan only to find the diagram
being covered by a JIO). Most of the antics of the
Railcar can be traced on the accompanying traffic
graphs.

The steam railcars
had a number of opera
tionalpeculiarities.
For example, when the
Wigan car worked the
07.19 from Partington
to Glazebrook, it was
signalled as an empty
stock movement yet
when it ran empty
between Wigan and
Lower Ince shed, it had
to be signalled as a light
engine. It was also pos
sible - where authorised
- to run two railcars
as one train but both
vehicles had to be facing
the same way whilst the
driver of the trailing unit
had to second-guess
what his colleague at
the head of the train was
doing and drive accord
ingly. Only railcars of
the same power output
could be worked in
tandem.



The N5 0-6-2T was the standard Great Central engine for local goods trip working and appeared from
time to time on the Wigan branch. 5537, which survived as 69271 until March 1958, is seen at Lower
Ince loco on Saturday 8th July 1933. The bunker of a Great Eastern J69 0-6-OT can be seen on the
right
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00. IS West Leigh
Train

well have originated In
the Wigan area....

Recalling the Insu
larity of the railway
companies - to
whom the grouping
was as remote as the
treaty of Vienna - it
would be fascinating
to know how many
bookings were taken
for London and why
the passengers used
the GC as opposed
to the direct LNWR.
The average booking
clerk often under
stood less about rail
way geography than
most trainspotters
and tickets would be
routinely issued to
London without the
passenger's attention
being drawn to Wigan
NorthWestern
where the running
time to London was
half that of the Great
Central's.

The bread and
butter of the line was
goods traffic and as
can be seen from the
accompanying tables,



of 148 empties).
In the up direction the 100-wagon limit still

applied and a single J10 could get very close to
that maximum with 84 empty wagons or 74
loaded goods being allowed between Wigan and
Glazebrook. Because of conditions in the Man
chester and Stockport areas, the loads of through
workings to Trafford Park, Brunswick and Heaton
Mersey were slightly less than those allowed
between Wigan and Glazebrook; the through
trains taking (with aJI00-6-0)60 goods or 34 min
erals although, as on the branch, the trains could
load up to 100 if a pilot was provided. Equally,
there was nothing to prevent the Controller from
starting the train with a full branch load and reduc
ing at Glazebrook.

Other than Glazebrook and the CLC, the chief
point of contact with foreign parts was made at
Hindley & Platt Bridge where there was a north-
facing connection to the LNWR's Wigan avoiding
(Whelley loop) line and another to the South,
making a connection with the Wigan - Manchester
Exchange line.

The most important of these connections was
the former which was used twice a day to exchange
traffic with the LNWR. Two GC workings used
the connection daily; the 08.30 from West Leigh
and the 23.56 ex Lowton St Mary's, both running
to Bamfurlong marshalling yard and returning with

shed from a different angle.
there was enough to keep quite a number of
engines and crews fully employed at Lower Ince.

Goods, minerals and empties were brought
into the area from Warrington, Trafford Park,
Godley (2 trains) and Partington with calls being
made at Lowton St Mary's, where vehicles for the
St Helens branch were detached, and Bickershaw
Junction (West Leigh) where mineral empties
were removed for Bickershaw and Abram col
lieries. Intermediate stations were served by a
series of local trains based either on Lowton or
Bickershaw Junction.

The requirements of the collieries could be con
siderable and to meet their needs the dimensions
of trains between Glazebrook and Wigan equalled
the highest that could be found on the LNER: 100
wagons. This maximum was beyond the powers
of the 0-6-0's that worked most trains and a J10 -
hauled working was limited to 66 goods wagons or
74 empties in the down direction and slightly more
in the up. If, however, a Yard Inspector found
himself with 100 wagons that needed to be moved
on a single train, all he had to do was to whistle up
a pilot engine from Lower Ince.

(That said, an experienced Yard Inspector who
had two engines and a great many empties to move
from, say, Glazebrook to Bickershaw Junction
would shout out for a second guard and work the
engines on separate trains, thereby moving a total

/ spite of the relatively humble nature of its duties, the cleaners at Lower Ince have put quite a shine
on J10 5123 which has been coaled up for its next working on a day in April 1939. The view shows the

/*'"'



HOW 'LNER ' IS IT POSSIBLE TO BE. EVEN THE TEXT IN THIS MAGAZINE IS PRINTED IN
LNER GILL SANS!

10

Some o/^/ie Fl 2-4-2T's were fitted with motor-train equipment during the last days of the Great Central
and it is probably the facility for working push and pull services that has brought 55 75 to Lower Ince.

Pre-war visitors to the branch could count themselves lucky if they saw much in addition to the
commonplace J10 0-6-0's but in taking a shot of 5800 on the 8th July 1933, this photographer did
succeed in capturing part ofrailcar 51915.
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The Bamfurlong workings were not without
their operational problems and it was as well
that the volume of traffic to be transferred was
relatively light since the gradients in the vicinity of
Amberswood limited services from the GC to an
absolute maximum of 40 wagons.

In the opposite direction - running from Bam
furlong to Hindley - the position was even worse,
so much so that it made no difference whether the
train engine was a CI2 4-4-2T or an O2 2-8-0, the
load was a rigid thirty-nine wagons of goods or
forty-four empties. If the LM could spare a bank
ing engine to assist the working up to Amberwood
West Junction, then trains could be increased to
a maximum of 48 wagons but before descending
from Amberswood to Hindley, every fourth wagon
(at least) had to have its brake pinned down.

LNWR exchange traffic was also dealt with at
West Leigh where the pilot tripped wagons over
the half mile connection to Plank Lane on the LNW
line between Kenyon Junction and Bickershaw.

Most of the elements that made the line tick -
working timetable, engine diagrams, etc - are given
in tabular form on the basis that one table saves a
thousand words. Comparing them with the work
ings of twenty years later, it was clear that not a
great deal of change was made and in fact the line,
its engines and stock retained a Great Central air
right to the end.

The one major change was the closure of Lower
Ince shed in 1952 and the transfer of its J10 engines
and men to Springs Branch shed where they made
a strange sight amongst the more familiar 7F 0-8-
0's and Black 5's. The line itself closed at the end
of 1964.

the 10.00 goods to Bickershaw Junction and the
02.10 to Lowton.


